critical digest 


The ieekly That Keeps You Informed of the Current Broadway Critical Scene 
New York Openings This Week 


Burning Bright-Broadhurst, 10/18/50. John Steinbeck's new play with Kent 
Smith, Howard da Silver and Barbara Bel Geddese Produced by Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein, directed by Guthrie licClintice.ssArms and the ifen-Arena, 10/19/50. Revival 
of Shaw comedy with Francis Lederer, Sem Wanamaker, Lee Grant and Josephine Brown. 
Directed by Richard Barr, produced at Hotel Fdison by Heilwell and Lynn-Thomas. 


Daily Reviewers Rate the Shows 


Call Me Madam-Imperial, 10/12/50. Holders of the million dollars worth of ad- 

vance tickets aren't stuck, Ethel Merman's latest with songs by Irving Berlin and 

ook by Lindsay and Crouse enchanted all of the daily critics, to varying degrees. 
Hawkins; T&S, paid it the warmest compliments. He urged 211 would-be diplomats 
to see the showe Others liked the show in spite of the extravagant publicity. 
Chapman, News, filed a.so-so reporte He thought lierman perfect, but couldn't find 
much humor or political satire in the book. To the others this latter was secon- 
dary. Paul Lukas was praised for his grace and charm in his first musical comedy 
role. Russel Nype was tabbed a “show-stopper" by many of the critics. Galina 
Talva also won salutes. Morehouse, WT&S, wrote a Page One feature story on the 
opening night festivities, pointing out that ‘La Merman outshone the first nighters. 


The Gioconda Smile-Lyceum, 10/7/50. Daily critics had wide difference of opi- 
nion on Aldous Huxley's melodrama with a metaphysical tinge. Mystery fans Chapman, 
News and Hawkins, \iorld Telegram & Sun, admitted they were prejudiced in favor of 
such playse Acting honors likewise were split. George Relph was given top billing 
with Valerie Taylor close behind. Basil Rathbone in @ smaller part didn't receive 
too much praisee Against the four who enjoyed the play, there were. seven who thought 
seript, based on short story and film was dull and unimportant. Major complaint was 
that Huxley was not at home in the new medium. 


Legend of Sarah-Fulton, 10/11/50. Two “pro” reviews and a bundle of advice 
were credited to first comedy attempts of James Gow and Arnaud D'Usseaue The authors 
of the dramatic hits Tomorrow the World and Deep are the Roots were urged to stick 
to serious play writinge Hawkins, WT&S, and Field, Newark News, enjoyed the comedy 
about the modern miss who considers her revolutionary ancestors sacred. Ethel Grif- 
fies was praised by most critics. Sheaffer, Fagle, hopes she changes her mind and 
remains on the stage for another 80 years. Those who disliked play extended their 
dislike to the acting of Marsha Hunt and Tom Helmore. Direction of Benn Levy was 
praised and blamed. Watts, Post, might have liked it better if music had been added. 


Weekly Critics View the Plays-additional digests on back page 


Season in the Sun-Cort, 9/28/50. Colleagues continue to love first play by New 
Yorker critic \iolcott Gibbse Marshall, Nation, panned it for not really being a 
play, while Beaufort, Christian Science Monitor, disliked it for being in bad taste. 
Eddie Mayehoff won new salutes; Richard horf and Nancy Kelly were praised highly. 
George Jean Nathan devoted full column of praise to play, pointing out that Gibbs 
has panned his 1949 booke Lardner, New Yorker, called it the funniest American come- 
dy in a season and a helf. Many admitted it wasn't play in true sense of term, but 
they enjoyed the wit and satire plus fine characterizationse bay 
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- Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will 
be hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show 
for an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


1. NY Times 11, Newark News 21, Catholic World 
2. NY Hereld Tribune 12. Yiomen's Wear Daily Commonweal 

NY News Daily Mirror 23> Cue 

4.°'NY Mirror 14, Wall Street Journal: © 24, Chr.Sci.lionitor 
5e NY Compass (PM, Star) 15 Journal of Commerce 25+ Sat, Review Lit. 
6.  NY-Post 16, George Jean Nathan 26. Newsweek 

NY Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning 27. Time 

8. NY Journal American 18, Variety 28, Nation 

9. NY World Telegram & Sun 19. Billboard 29. New Republic 

10, Brooklyn Eagle 20, Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


Affairs of State-Royale, 9/25/50. Prot 2-3-4-5-8-9-15-18-19-28, Con: 13 votes. 
‘Black Chiffon-48th St Theatre, 9/27/50. Prot 18 votes, Cont 2-3-14-27. 


The Coekteda Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 21 votess Cont 1-9-13-14-22-25-29, 
So-Sos 16-30. 


The congul-Barrymore, 3/15/50. Pro: 27 votese Cont 22. So-Sot 6-29, 


Daphne Laureola-Music Box, 9/18/50. Frat 15 votes, Gons 
306 So-Sot 2+ Nongt 17-20421-23,. a 


Death of a Salesman-Horosco, 2 2/10/49. Pros 28 votes Cont 290 So-Sot 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Pros 21 6-21-28. 
So= Sos 16-19-22-23296 None: 25. 


The Gio¢onda Smid 10/7/50, 3-9-10-11-12. Cont 1-24-5-6-8-17, 

The Happy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 5-6-7420-26-27-+28-30, 
Kiss Me Kat e-Shubert ». 12/31/48, Pros 28 votes, Cont 29. Nonst 28, 

Legend of Serah-Fulton, 10/11/50. Prot 9-10, Cont 1-2-3-4-5-6-8-10-12. 

The Member of the Wiedding-Empire, 1/5/50. Pro: 26 votese Cont 16. So-S0:2+22-30 
Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Pros 24 votes. Cons 21-24. So-Sot 13-16-17. 


Peep Show-\/inter Garden, 6/28/50. Pros 4-5-6-7-8-10-11-15-17-19-23. Cons 1-2-12- 
16-20-26-27-28-29-30, So-Sos 3-14-18. None: 9-13-21-22-24-25. 


‘Pardon Our French-Broadway, 10/5/50,. Prot 10-11-12-18. Con: 2=3-4-6-7-23-26-27- 
306 So-So? 1+5-8-9, 


Peter Pan-St. James, 4/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont B=1 3-16-30. So-S0: 6-14-19, 
‘Season in the. Sun-Cort, 9/28/50. Pros 16 votes: Cons 10-12- 24-28, So-Sus ll. 


‘South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49. Prot ‘19 votese Cont 276 So- 230 


Tickets. 4/21/506 ‘Prot 21 votes. Cont 11-16-29- -30, ‘go-Sos 26, 
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' Green Room Department ' 


PHG'S LETTERe«sWestbrook Pegler penned an open letter to Chapman, News. Drama critic 
last week wrote an open letter to the editors of "Counterattack" hoping to be 
listed in the next issue of “Red Channels". Peg doesn't think it is funny. 
Function of critic is to keep on his own side of footlights. Syndicated colum- 
nist also wondered why News critic didn’t list data gathered by Committee on 
un-American activities on his friends John Garfield, Lillian Hellman and Herman 
Shumlin. Final suggestion was that all critics be assigned leg work every six 
months to remind them what newspaper business is all about. 


ARENA NOT NEV...Central staging is not new, reminds Burr, Playbill. The “No” plays 
of Japan always used audiences on three sides. While English plays from the 
‘Restoration to late 18th century had gentlemen sitting on stage. 


ANTA TO \iINeeeElection of Helen Hayes as president of ANTA is sign that national 
theatre group will win for all of us points out Theatre News Weekly editorial. 
Professionals are realizing that there are many things that ANTA can do to pro- 
mote theatre that commercial enterprises couldn't afford to do. 


CLARK FOR VEEPeseeBobby Clark, not Vice President Barkley, would be a better target 
for Margaret O'Brien's first kiss suggests syndicated columnist Robert Ruark. 
Clark has a better leer than the Veep. Ruark is a bit peeved that Barkley, who 
under some circumstance might be President of the U.S., isn't spending his time 
studying government anetene of ey pretty babes. 


SPARE A MILLION. «eMike Todd, to declare personal because he owes 
more than a million dollars, is the envy of Sullivan, News. Columnist has 
dreamed for years how he-could ‘borrow just a quarter of that sum so he could 
become an important man in community. Answer lies in heavy brew of show biz. 


ACTORS & CRITICS...Morehouse, T&S, was asked to play in The Man \/ho Came to Domer 
summer stock this past season, He replied that he would accept is Atkinson, 
Times, played the stage manager role in Our Towne No deal. 


NEV PARTY LINF..eMessage olays are in vogue, notes Chapman, News. But this is not 
newe Twenty years ago, when he first arrived in New York, he recalls he wrote 
"The way to get a good notice is to make a critic think he is thinking." While 
he likes message plays as well as the next, he would also like to see some in- 
nocent plays that would merit the terms “pleasant” and "nice". Should be room 
for all kinds of plays on Broadway. 


“ADVICE TO ACTORS...Actors should find out whose lines they are saying before they 


shoot their mouths off, warns Hawkins, WT&S,. Supporting political and charity 

_ causes without investigation leads to trouble. They can keep out of trouble 
politically by spending more time deciding how to vote fur themselves, instead 
of telling others how. 


DISCOVERING A COLUMNIST...Jay Marshall, night club and TV entertainer, paid for two 
column Variety ad asking Billy Rose how he could help Buddy atkinson of the 
Louisville, Ky. Times win syndication for his humor column. Reprinted an en- 
tire column featured in Atkinson's book "Down Drafts", 


* Checking the Ads ' 


Misleading “quote” ads wre in season again. Pardon Our French display ad fea-~ 
tures quotes from 14 daily and syndicate critics. “There is no denying that Olsen 
& Johnson are expert showmen," is main sentence quoted from Watts, Post. Critic, 
who panned show, actually said "There is no denying the two gentlemen are expert 
showmen, who know their special audiences and whose audiences know them. I can't 
say I eared for it muche" Only three critics praised show. 


' Interview Round Up ' 


OLE OLSENeeePardon Our French producer finds interesting things on the wayside 
now that he is forced to slow down beceuse of a recent accident, he told ABC Mary 
Margaret McBridee Being on the Olsen & Johnson cannon ball express for 38 years 
made him miss many of the simple joys of lifes His red crutches are @ gift of the 
veterans’ hospital, near his California home, where he has done much entertaining. 


CECIL PARKFRe.seDaphne Laureola actor always plays dull husbands he admitted 
to Pollock, Compass, But the present play is the exception. He and his wife are 
staying at the hotel apartment on \/est 58th Street where so many English actors 
seem to congregatee They love dirty New York City, finding it immaculate next to 
London. Parker received the Show of the Month Club award on WOR Martha Deane. 


OLIVIA DF HAVILAND..sMovie actress has planned for two years to present Romeo 
and Juliet. due on Broadway this season, Morehouse, \WT&S, discovered. She started 
to pave the way four years ago by doing summer stock. Now she is studying early 


14th century trophies and pictures at the museume Oscar Award winner feels this is 
her one big part. 


LOUIS VTRNFUILs. Affairs of State author detailed his play writing methods for 
Theatre News \jeekly.- Most of his plays are inspired by the personality of an actor 
or actresse This one stems.from meeting with Celeste Holm. His primary object is 

merely to entertain, though he. admires plays with a message. author hopes there is 


no difference between kind of Plays that audiences like and the kind of plays the 
critics praise» 


‘Pardon Our French-Broadway, 10/5/50. Weekly critics agreed with daily col- 
leagues, You just have to have a special taste for an Olsen and Johnson musical, 
and none of them were ready to admit to such.a taste. Variety critic did find some 
“boff laughs" and some good dance and music numbers in it. But remainder found 
little to praise. Gibbs, New Yorker, getting b: ck to his critical chores, found 
nine-tenths of show @ bore, but he did a joy Marty May monologue and a few of the 
songse Time critic suggested Pardon Our Existence: as a more suitable title. 


Daphne laureola-Music Box, 9/18/50. Kerr, end Rubin, Daily \iorker, 
condemned James Bridie's play for diverse reasons. Former thought that both play and 
star Edith Evans failed for the same reasone They displayed an utter lack of trick- 
ery at a time when trickery might have saved the occasion. While latter critic 
blasted the general theme of the play as shabby and borings Meanwhile Brown, SRL, 
filed a favorable review of the play because he thought Miss Evans far out shone a 


poor play. 


Affairs of state-Royale, 9/25/50. Clurman, New Republic, and Kerr, Commonweal, 
could find nothing to pra@ise in Louis Verneuil's first play in Fnglish. But Kerr 
admires the prolific author who will never write a first rete play. It is writers 
like Verneuil who keep the theatre going, good or bade 


Southern Exposure and The Medium closes.+Black Chiffon suspended for two weeks 
to allow operation on Flora jobson..,.liae vest denies stories she is going to ba late 
evening disc jockey..,Leland Hayward considered, $1.00 opening for Call Me Madam... 

Plaine Barry threatens to sue NBC for. present ing John Barrymore recordings of Shake- 
speare without her permissions» »Pardon Our French has 1162 props. 
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